History of the 769t Chemical Depot Company (Aviation)
November 1944 to September 1945

In the segregated US Army of WWII, all non-commissioned officers and other
enlisted men in the 769" were Black. Most or all of the commissioned officers in
the 769t were White.

During most of the time covered by these reports, the 769" Chemical Deport Company was stationed at
Kharagpur Army Air Base in West Bengal, India, providing support for B-29 bombers of the Twentieth Air
Force. On June 15, 1944, B-29’s from Kharagpur and other bases in India had conducted “Operation
Matterhorn,” the first US bombing of the Japanese home islands since the Dolittle Raid. The complex
operation required that B-29s make multiple flights over the Himalayan Mountains delivering fuel and
bombs to forward bases in China from where the final leg of the attack was launched. Although
Operation Matterhorn was completed before the arrival of the 769" Chemical Company, other B-29
raids from India continued against targets in Japan as well as against Japanese targets in occupied
Singapore, Thailand, Burma and Formosa.

As a Chemical Depot Company, the 769%™ had the difficult and dangerous task of handling chemical
bombs including mustard agent, phosgene and cyanogen chloride, as well as incendiary and smoke
bombs. The chemical bombs were never used in combat, but provided an important deterrent against
Japanese use of similar weapons. Incendiary bombs were used extensively. Smoke bombs were often
used as markers, helping other bombers find their targets. By the end of March 1945, all B-29s had been
moved from India to the Mariana Islands, from where they could more easily reach Japan.

The 769" remained in India until August 2, 1945, at least in part to deal with clearing the very large
stockpile of chemical weapons which were no longer needed. Most US chemical munitions in India at
the time were stored at Ondal Advanced Chemical Park, about 150 km north of Kharagpur. The 771
Chemical Depot Company at Ondal began preparing in April 1945 to ship a substantial portion of its
chemical bombs to the port of Calcutta, where they were loaded onto ships and dumped into the Bay of
Bengal. One particular type of mustard-filled bomb, 100-pound M47A2 bombs, often leaked and caused
a great deal of difficulty for the 7715 Company at Ondal. Captain Shaver and the Chemical and
Incendiary Sections of the 769" travelled by convey from Kharagpur to Ondal, where they successfully
removed the mustard agent from about 5000 M47A2 bombs, making them safe for transport.

Liquid mustard agent can cause serious injury to eyes, lungs and skin, and exposure can be fatal. The
need to wear protective gear in hot and humid conditions added to the difficulty for both the 769" and
771t Chemical Companies. The total number of injuries which occurred is not clear, but chemical burns
were not uncommon. Some enlisted men from both Companies were hospitalized.

A training film likely watched by members of both companies is online at WWII Chemical Warfare
Service Training Video (10 Min 12 Sec) - YouTube.

Other information about the US Chemical Warfare Service in India is available at
http://www.hoosierscientist.com/blacktroops

Names, ranks and some service numbers of the individuals listed in these reports are on the next page.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=RTySD-4KjHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=RTySD-4KjHk
http://www.hoosierscientist.com/blacktroops

Partial List of Officers, NCOs and other men who served in India with the 769" Chemical Depot Company

First Name

Theodore
Willie
James L
William
Jim
Gariend
Aron
Sherwood L
James Jr
Troy
George A
Luther
Mack
Henry
John

Boyd F
Silas

Phillip
James A
John
Benjamin F
Antwine
Thomas
Johnny
Magor
Woodrow
Lawrence G
Johnnie
Jack L

Last Name
Boykin
Branch
Conway
Dougherty
Good
Green
Guest
Hall
Hall
Henry
Holioway
Johnson
Johnson
Kearse
Kozar
Maurer
Maxwell
McCray
Nixon
Palmer
Palmer
Robinson
Shands
Spellman
Spencer
Sraver
Welch
White
Wilt

Final Rank

Pfc
Sgt
Pfc
S/Sgt
Cpl
Pfc
S/Sgt
1st Lieut
Pvt
Pfc
T/Sgt
M/Sgt
S/Sgt
Pfc
Capt
Capt
Pfc
T/Sgt
Cpl
Sgt
Tec5
Tec5

1st Sergeant

S/Sgt
Tec5
Capt
Pvt

Pvt

1st Lieut

Service Number

01039322
38377 959

0482216
01036 629

32 509 938

34 401 450

The Organizational History Reports which follow were retrieved from the National Archives with help
from WW2Research.com. Although some are marked “secret” or “confidential,” all were declassified in

2009 in accordance with Executive Order 13526. Histories for May and June, 1945 are not available.


http://www.ww2research.com/
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